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Europe
Center



„This would be a place where many cultures will cross in a Buddhist setting, where many people will learn from each 
other, where a lot of fertile minds, a lot of sharp people, a lot of very idealistic people will be able to influence each other, 
fall in love privately and just really grow as human beings and share with others at the same time.” 

Lama Ole Nydahl



Everything began in the early 70’s when 
the 16th Gyalwa Karmapa asked 
Hannah and Ole Nydahl to teach 
Diamond Way Buddhism in the West. 
The first groups and centers appeared 
and grew into  many, then about 10 
years ago the idea emerged to buy land 
in the middle of Europe, to hold courses 
and ensure the transmission of the line-
age. The idea caught the imagination 
of not only the European Centers but 
those worldwide – the Europe Center 
project was born.



Eight years of looking for the right place 
has brought the best imaginable result: 
our own land in the foothills of the Alps 
at an altitude of 850 m above sea level. 



We are fulfilling several functions of a regular 
center and some others too. There will not 
only be meditation programs, but also in-
ternational courses, various workshops with 
people like center representatives, traveling 
teachers, board of trustees, and a huge inter-
national library.
Caty Hartung

 All these things and more are happening here.



The search went on for eight years, 
in that time many potential places 
where found, however nothing re-
ally fit until the day the Hochreute 
was found in January 2007. 



It is a place close to society and 
life. A place where Buddhism and 
the modern world meets.



The Europe Center project 
wishes to preserve the living 
transmission of Diamond Way 
Buddhism, and be an inter-
national meeting point for all 
groups worldwide.



Our wishes are steadily coming true and 
we will be able to offer our societies a 
place from which all the wisdom and 
means of the Diamond Way can flow.



The house faces south onto a 
beautiful natural lake. It is about 

4km to the next town and about 
150km to the next big city and 

International Airport.



The houses were built between 1911–1913  in Art Deco 
Style by an Industrial Family as a resort and hunting 
estate. There are three main buildings situated around
a large courtyard surrounded by walls.



The estate used to be self suffiecient: they produced their own food – vegetables, milk, meat, 
and game. It was built as a very modern building at the time, much discussed in art and archi-
tectural magazines. All the buildings are of good quality and remain mostly their original con-
dition. The estate is under monument protection.











On Monday, 26 March 2007, at 17. 05, 
the Diamond Way Buddhist Foundation 
(BDD) became the owner 
of the Europe Center.



welcome home!!!





H.H. 17th Karmapa Trinlay Thaye Dorje 
visited Hochreute for the first time on 

06 June 2007. He was greeted and 
shown around by Lama Ole, Caty and 
others closely involved in the project.











The gompa, which was inagurated in April 
2008, is the most beautiful and 
biggest room in the main villa, complete 
with a stunning Buddha Sakyamuni statue.  



An apple tree, which 
is a symbol of growth 
and fruitful develop-
ment, was planted on 
the most radiant day 
by Mayor Bischof of 
Immenstadt.   



At the 2007 International Summer Course in 
Kassel, the idea for an architectural contest to 
design a new gompa for the EC was initiated. 







There were thirteen contributions 
from many different countries, such 
as as Poland, Guatemala, Austria, 
South Africa, England and Germany. 
The winning design will give us a 
gompa in the shape of a cobra!



The construction phase started in 
February 2008. The main tasks were
 widening the road, a new roof for the 
second house, creating the plateaus for 
the big tents and infrastucture for the 
summer course.

























“We need people with experi-
ence, an international mind–
set and those who like com-
municating and helping. Also 
there should be representatives 
from our work in the different 
continents. It’s the ideal place 
for spending a sabbatical year 
or some months to learn. After-
wards they should keep a living 
contact and represent the work 
of the EC in the world.”

Lama Ole Nydahl









The most anticipated International 
Summer Course, started with 
a mandala offering to Lama Ole. 
As we all know we would not have 
this place without him, 
so it is a time to say: 
“Thank you Lama!”







The Phowa – the practice of conscious dying – helps to 
guide us through the dying process, leading us all to 
a state of great bliss.





Sherab Gyaltsen Rinpoche, born 1950 in 
Nepal, a Buddhist teacher of the Karma 
Kagyu Lineage and a meditation master, 
especially of Loving Eyes practice, joined 
us for the 72hr meditation and gave us 
wonderful teachings on the 
Loving Eyes practice.   





Buddha of Compassion or
Loving Eyes (tib. Chenrezig, 
skt Avaloketisvara) is the 
embodiment of the love 
and compassion of 
all Buddhas. 

Mediation on this aspect 
brings benefit for all beings
and strengthens our main
motivation – the wish to help
all sentient beings.









A 72 hour meditation on the 
Buddha of compassion in the 
presence of Sherab Gyaltsen 
Rinpoche was held not only at 
the Europe Center, but in all 
Diamondway Buddhism 
centers worldwide 
via streaming.













H.H. the 17th Karmapa Trinlay Thaye Dorje, the 
spiritual head and highest teacher of the Karma 

Kagyu Lineage, arrived at 7pm on the evening of 
21 August. He was welcomed by Sherab Gyaltsen 

Rinpoche, Lama Ole, Caty and many others.









H.H. the 17th Gyalwa Karmapa Trinlay 
Thaye Dorje was born in Tibet on May 6th 
1983. In 1994, he and his family managed 
to escape from Tibet to Nepal and then to 
India. Karmapas were the first conciously 
reborn Lamas of Tibet. The Karmapas em-
body the activity of all Buddhas and were 
prophesized by Buddha Shakyamuni and 
by Guru Rinpoche. 



At the welcoming ceremony 
for H.H. 17th Karmapa, 
representatives of the 55 
countries present offered 
him a rose and welcomed 
him home in their own 
language.

































We are now really placing Buddhism on 
the map of our European countries; our 
centers are radiating and have a very 
positive influence into the world, and we 
are all growing as human beings.” 
Lama Ole Nydahl       





Buddha gave instructions for three different types of people. 
Those who wanted to avoid suffering received the instruc-
tions about cause and effect called the Small Way. Those who 
wanted to do more for others were given the teachings on 
wisdom and compassion called the Great Way. Where people 
had strong confidence in their own and others’ Buddha nature, 
Buddha taught the Diamond Way.









































































“It was a pleasure and it always will be a 
pleasure to be in such a place. And es-
pecially, I was deeply touched by every 
individual that participated, and more 
than that I was very much touched by 
the individuals that do the hard work.”  
17th Gjalwa Karmapa













You can give people money or food and help 
them for a while, you can give then an education 
and help them for one life, but if you give them 
an opportunity to really meet with their mind, 
to understand that their mind is indestructible 
space, you help them for life, for death, what 
comes after death and for all future lives.” 
Kalu Rinpoche



In 1969 Ole Nydahl and his wife Hannah met the 16th Gyalwa Karmapa, historically the first 
incarnate lama of Tibet. Since then the teachings of Diamond Way Buddhism have gradually 
found their way to the West. His Holiness asked them to teach, establish meditation centres, 
and ensure that the teachings would remain alive and attractive to intelligent, critical, lay 
people in the Western world. 

There are 585 lay Diamond Way Buddhist centers and groups of the Karma Kagyu Tradition 
under the spiritual guidance of His Holiness the 17th Karmapa, Trinley Thaye Dorje, and 
directed by Lama Ole Nydahl. They are not abstract institutions but friendly places where 
all can meet to learn from Buddha’s timeless wisdom, meditate, share experiences and 
development, and actively participate and do the work which makes all this possible. 

Diamondway Buddhism Online:
www.diamondway–buddhism.org

Europe Center:
www.europe–center.org

I Grow EC:
http://www.europe–center.org/igrowec/
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